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These articles and information is brought to you by The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club. For more information please 
contact us at; 
http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/1937and1938Buicks/ 
or 
WWW.1937and1938Buicks.com 


-- Warning Notice -- 


It the mission and goal of 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club is to provide information, helpful hints, advice, directions and 
reference information for the repair, maintenance, authentic restoration and knowledge development in regards to 
1937 and 1938 Buick’s. Content is offered as informational only. 


The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club does not knowingly accept false or misleading content or advertising. Nor does The 
1937 and 1938 Buicks Club assume any responsibility for the consequences that may occur should any such material 
appear. 


The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club does not guarantee the quality of any information which is included in this or any 
other publication. Under no circumstances shall The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club be liable for any damages, losses, 
or injuries resulting from use reliance on the content of this or any other publication. Any reliance on this or any 
other publication content is at your own risk. 


As a precautionary measure, The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club strongly recommends that you contact a professional 
mechanic or restoration shop to check your work or answer specific questions. 


-- Copyright Notice -- 


All rights reserved. All documents and publications on The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club web site or that can be down 
loaded from The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club web site are protected under both U.S. Federal copyright law and 
international treaties. No component of this site, including text, images and computer code, may not be reproduced 
or copied in any form or by any means--electronic, graphic, digital or mechanical, including photocopying or 
information storage & retrieval systems--without the express prior written permission of The 1937 and 1938 Buicks 
Club. 
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Club News 


It is now about five years since I took over from Dave Lewis as Editor, Manager, 
Soothsayer, Seer and Flunkie, and about nine since Dave sent out the first letters to 
‘37 and '38 owners whose names he culled from the BCA roster. I must say it does not 
seem that long. Time has a way of chugging right on, doesn't it? 


AS I have said many times, it has been an interesting, educational, and rewarding 
experience, if occasionally a wearying one. So long as it continues to be such, and no 
Fletcher Christian arises among the ranks to put me off in a small boat, I expect I will 
continue to occupy the Captain's Quarters. I appreciate the kind and encouraging words 
some of you have sent, and regret that I have not been able to acknowledge each message 
individually. 


Assuming the great majority of members renew — and, sooner or later, I expect 
that will occur — the Club will have close to 400 paid members, its largest size in history. 
Although we are listed as an "Other Buick Club" in the BCA Bugle, and this has brought 
a number of inquiries, I believe news of the Club's existence spreads primarily by 
word-of-mouth. I have done nothing about publicity for some time, not only because 
I haven't had much chance even to think about it, but also because I believe we may be 
close to a point of diminishing return: that is to say, at a larger size the Club would 
lose its character, and I would not be able to manage things in the same way, or at all. 
Nevertheless, I'm not turning any prospective members away. 


The increase in membership has provided a more solid financial base, and no one 
need now worry about us going broke. That is one of our major accomplishments over 
the past five years. Another is improvement in this publication's content, format and 
readability. The Torque Tube is now about as big and good as it can get, considering 
the amount of time I can devote to it, and our current printer's equipment. The printer 
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is such a worthy fellow, so conveniently located (right across the street from my office, 
which makes a big difference), and provides such good service at so reasonable a price 
that changing seems unthinkable. In any case, a slick-paper, color-cover Torque Tube 
~ would be much more expensive and would necessitate using a big "corporate"-style printer, 
from whom I would inevitably receive much slower service. 


Along with a few other "specialty" Buick organizations (e.g. the Riviera Owners 
Association), the Club has also established solid and friendly diplomatic relations with 
the BCA. Where once there was tension and suspicion, there is now peaceful co-existence 
and — I believe — mutual respect. I will take some of the credit for this, but more belongs 
to the BCA Board members who in 1985-86 considered and adopted a policy that I believe 
reasonably accommodates and serves the interests of both BCA and the specialty clubs 
who choose to bring themselves within its purview, as we have done. Additionally, a 
great deal of credit is due to all of you who have worked for and supported BCA Chapters 
and events. It may be noted here that of the 61 BCA Chapters, seven currently are headed 
by club members: Messrs. Bennett, Carpenter, Dozier, Hamro, Huffman, Pennings, and 
Steed. Many others are actively involved, as well. 


GROUND RULES 


There is always a bit of confusion among newer members concerning this 
publication, so once a year or so I lay out the facts and the ground rules. Here they are. 


(1) I write, edit, design and layout The Torque Tube in my spare time. I do 
it because it is an interesting and satisfying thing to do — a sort of hobby, if you will 
— because I like to write, and because I am a bombastic ham who loves to see himself 
in print. Except for the big headings, most of it is typed by secretaries in my office. 
Even if you are not grateful to me, you ought damn well to be grateful to them. You 
ought also to be grateful to artist Dug Waggoner (#10), who has done a lot of our artwork 
over the years, and to Steve Weinstein (#532), who does our mailing labels. 


(2) I do not get paid for this. 


(3) (1) and (2) being so, it follows that The Torque Tube does not issue on a 
precise schedule as do "commercial" magazines. Although I attempt to follow a schedule 
of sorts, in the end each issue is mailed when I get it done. 


(4) There are nine issues each twelve months. That is the most I can possibly 
do. Each issue is labelled with the month of its theoretically-intended release, but those 
labels don't mean much; they only locate each issue roughly in time. That is to say, you 
may receive an issue labelled "September" in October. (Generally, the months skipped 
are February, August and November, but this is subject to variation.) The way to keep 
track is by Volume and Number: e.g. this is Number 1 of Volume VIII, and there will 
be eight more in Volume VIII, by which time we will, presumably, have reached September 
1990. Each issue is mailed over a four-or-five-day period, with those copies that must 
travel the greatest distance being mailed first, and so on. 


(5) Back Issues. Copies of all Vol. VII issues may be obtained from the Editor 
until approximately December 1, 1989 at $3.00 each (North America or overseas surface 
mail), $4.00 U. S. each overseas air mail. Some earlier issues, and after December 1, 
all Vol. VII issues, may be obtained from Paul B. Culp, Jr. (#508), R.R. #4, Box 411, 
Elephant Road, Perkasie, PA 18944; price is the same as above. At present, Paul has 
Vol. IV ('85-'86), Nos. 5-9; Vol. V ('86-'87), Nos. 1-4, 6-9; Vol. VI ('87-'88), Nos. 1-4, 6-9. 


(6) Classified Ads. Members are entitled to free "Parts Exchange" and "Cars 
for Sale - Wanted" ads, so long as the ads are of reasonable length and relate to '37 or 
'38 Buick parts or cars, or to items reasonably adaptable thereto, e.g., later-year straight-8 
engine parts, car trailers, etc. Photos of cars for sale will be run if space is available. 
If you want an ad run more than once, say so. No ad will be run more than three times; 
if you haven't sold it or found it by then, you need to fall back and regroup. Members 
who are in the business of selling items and wish to have ads run regularly must pay for 
the ads; contact the Editor for rates. 


IS THE TORQUE TUBE SEXIST? — PART I 


I received a pink postcard from a person identified only as "A Distaff Reader", 
taking me to task about the first full paragraph on page 5 of Vol. VII, No. 9. I was about 
to pronounce "Case Dismissed" on this complaint, but my Privy Councillors have persuaded 
me that Distaff Reader has a claim‘at least colorably valid. Accordingly, the second 
sentence of said paragraph is hereby purged of all non-factual matter, and as so amended 
shall read as follows: "I was teamed with Bonnie Franko, an AACA Senior Master Judge." 
(Apologies for having inadvertently demoted Ms. Franko by one AACA rank in the original.) 
Moreover, the references to Messrs. Steed and Huffman therein are amended by adding 
that they are also AACA judges of some rank — I don't know which. That may be bland, 
but I assume it is trouble-free. Obviously, any person's appearance and manners have 
little or nothing to do with such person's competence in judging cars; that, Distaff Reader, 
was not the point. The point, inartfully made I now admit, was that I considered myself 
fortunate to be teamed with Ms. Franko, and enjoyed working with her — as, indeed, 
I do with most women. r 


I am still a bit bewildered about being nailed for something I thought innocently 
complimentary. Perhaps such bewilderment establishes my guilt, or at least my need 
for rehabilitation. If so, I again plead nolo. I have probably said too much already, but 
feel obliged to add that Distaff Reader did not call me a chauvinist pig or any other 
bad names, and appears moved by a desire to enlighten, rather than to condemn me to 
the damnation of the incorrigible. Consider the enlightenment and rehabilitation begun, 
if quite probably not finished. (Indeed, I doubt that it can or will ever be finished.) 
Although I reserve the right to an occasional grossierete', to be agitational and provoquant 
— which is to say, to stir a little shit now and then — thereby getting myself into trouble 
on purpose, as I've said before I have no intent or desire to offend or to strike blows at 
the unarmored. 


Now, Distaff Reader, unmask. I know who you are! And tell me, can it not be 
said that you have attached a sexist label to yourself? 


LAST ISSUE'S COVER CAR 


Did you believe that story about the car pictured on the back cover of Vol. VII, 
No. 9? You don't think the Editor makes things up, do you? Of course not, but you were 
a bit skeptical nevertheless? In truth, the story was a complete fabrication, and the 
car is the photographically-ubiquitous 1938 Century owned by (whom else?) Paul B. Culp, 
Jr. (#508). Paul took the photo from a semi-precarious vantage point atop the silo on 
his brother-in-law's farm (see Vol. VII, No. 7). There was one give-away, for those who 
may speak a bit of German or have access to a German-English dictionary: the surname 
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of fictional Luftwaffe pilot Hauptmann Bettwasche means, in English, "bed-linens." I 
thought of naming him "Pferdscheiss" ("horseshit"), but decided on something a bit more 
obscure. Thanks again to Paul Culp for masterful photography. For all we know, even 


as you read this he is burrowing under the car, and will give us a worm's-eye view to 
go with the bird's-eye view. 


HeaEsIeZCOVER CARBReZARSS 


(ESQ) 808 Pipkin (#76) posed his '38 Century Sport sedan (modee 67) 
an front of the "SettLemeir House” in Salem, Oregon: xresidentiak architecture 
on a grand sceake, typical of turn-of-the-century "Queen Anne" styLe. 
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ll fad our fiche you fae i! 


NO OTHER CAR IN THE 
WORLD HAS ALL THESE FEATURES 


& VALVE-IN-HEAD STRAIGHT-EIGHT ENGINE % ANO- 
LITE PISTONS > AEROBAT CARBURETOR > SEALED 
CHASSIS 4% TORQUE-TUBE DRIVE > UNISTEEL BODY 
BY FISHER > TIPTOE HYDRAULIC BRAKES 4 KNEE- 
ACTION COMFORT AND SAFETY % “HIGH OUTPUT” 
GENERATOR > JUMBO LUGGAGE COMPARTMENTS 
& DOUBLE STABILIZATION 
& SAFETY GLASS 


OLLOW this nose and you can’t miss—put your- 
self in a Buick this summer and you'll be the life 
of the party in twelve easy payments. 


Touch toe to this trim treadle—that’s the ablest straight- 
eight engine in the world surging to life, ands it’s faithfully 
yours to > command. 


Lay a light hand on this ready wheel—it answers easy as 
an echo, and considerably quicker! ~ 


Settle back—be comfortable—these seats were made to fit 
you. Pick the long way, the interesting way—you can 
drive forever in this couchlike comfort and never feel 
the strain! 


Head out where the fun comes free and fast! Pick the 
thrilling things to do, the exciting places to go! You’re 
the fellow the other fellows follow — wherever your 
Buick goes, there goes fun, pleasure, the kind of life you’d ae : 7 


like to live. cor 
ace : 0 eK 
If your pulse can quicken to stir ring action, you belong € — 


behind this trigger-quick valve-in-head straight- eight 
power plant. 


Pe bed 
And it’s not going to play hob with 
your summer budget to make this 
dream car a dream-come-true! When 
you hear how little more it costs than the 
average run of , double the differ- 
ence wouldn't keep you out of a Buick. 


YOUR MONEY GOES FARTHER IN A GENERAL MOTORS CAR 


EDITOR'S NOTE. The following story concerns a car purchased by Ray Cimarosti 
(#512) from former member Jim Nixon (#705). Jim decided it was too much of 
a project for him. According to author Ray Lawson, Ray Cimanosti had been 


Looking for a convertible for some years. This is definitely a project cary 
to quote Ray Lawson, "Ray (Cimanrosti) is nxetined and an excellent mechanic 
and body man, 40 I have no doubt he'2L have this baby back together and restored 
in a Short time, barring any unforeseen difficulties." Let's hope 40. 


Ouce Upou a lime... 


BY RAY LAWSON (#16) — TROY, MICHIGAN 


There once was a young prince named Ray Cimarosti who had every thing in the 
world that one could desire, including a beautiful wife, home, daughter, son, and three 
or four old cars. But his heart was sad because he lacked the one thing that princes desire 
most: namely, a '38 Buick Convertible with Rumble Seat. 


But look though he might throughout his kingdom — not very far as it was a very 
small kingdom — he could not find his heart's delight. Then suddenly one of his serfs 
found a proclamation in Hemmings Chariot News that such a beast was indeed available 
near Cleveland, Ohio, a nearby kingdom. This was the first of June of this year, so after 
a number of phone calls to the present chariot owner, the prince set off with his trusted 
slave Ray Lawson, your obedient scribe, to take a gander at this beautiful beast. 


We started on a beautiful day in June and arrived in the afternoon full of 
anticipation of a sight of this Royal Beauty. We were told to expect a little rust on the 
body, and that the car had been disassembled somewhat. 
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The car had originally been sold in West Virginia and remained with the original 
family all these years. It was news to me that anyone in West Virginia could afford a 
Buick Convertible during the depression years. - 


We were driven out to a barn in the country that had a dirt floor and contained 
5 or 6 old cars, including a 38/46C. The car was completely taken apart and all of the 
parts were stacked vertically in the inside of the car. It was truly an awesome sight. 
Runningboards, fenders, bumpers, dash, steering post, extra wheels all stood straight 
up in the air. All of them worn and rusty. 


As your scribe looked down inside the car through the floor, he could see his feet 
in the dirt. It would indeed take many slave hours to restore this chariot. 


The prince seemed not too unhappy with the vast task and promptly made an offer. 
No conclusion was reached at this time but within a week the deal was consummated. 


Then came the tremendous task of returning this beast to the magic kingdom, 
a distance of about 360 kilometers (or 250 miles in layman's terms.) It took a trailer, 
a large truck, and two slaves a long day to complete this journey; before nightfall, however, 
the trek was completed. Numerous highwaymen were encountered on the way but all 
were beaten off with no harm done. 


The prince feels that with time (probably 10 years) a large amount of gold, and 
many slave hours expended, this chariot will be added to the royal stables. 


The End 


Photo Album 


BCA NATIONAL 


Marv 


It'S 10:50 AM on Saturday, or ten minutes before the start of judging. 
Rhynand's (#327) wife Phyllis is removing the Last of the water spots from 
their '38 Century. Meanwhile, Ed DePouli (#310) 18 painting his Last hubcap. 
It al got finished, and as we know, this work paid off with awards for both. 


(Photo by Marv Rhynard. ) 


1938 McLaughfin-Buick Special -- Ross McConnele (#484), Oakville, Ontario. 


1937 Speciak owned by Bart Stein (#341; Morrisonville, N.Y.) sports grikke 
guard "Sharktooth" and unusuak fog Lamp. 
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1938 French Custom “Drop-~Head” 


Derek Brown (#621) of London sent these photos of a xecent Pre-1950 
American Auto Club rally held in England. The '38 Speciak has a custom 
drop-head coupe body by the French finm of Letourneur et Marchand. Derek 
says: "It is, I bekieve, one of two built, and was driven over from France 
by a Dn. Kuhn. The photos show two interesting features, the fender skirts 
and the Marchal headlamps, which I have seen on other French Buicks."” The 
other car of the two is probably that shown on page 325 of The Buick, a Comptete 
History. 
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REAR VIEW MIRRORS 
Superb outside mirrors can be obtained from: 


Bernie DeWinter Custom Mirrors 
3084 Regent Street 

Dayton, Ohio 45409 
513/298-1143 


Bernie makes several styles suitable for late 1930's cars. I purchased two (left and right) 
that replicate the "King Bee" mirrors sold by G.M. dealers and upscale jobbers. These 
are the kind that attach to the door edge with set screws. Bernie also makes and sells 
sidemount mirrors and the type that attach to the door hinge pins, and I imagine he could 
come up with other styles, too. Mine are solid hard brass, heavy, beautifully plated, 
and flawless. Cost was $55 each plus shipping, and in my opinion they're worth every 
cent of that. The mirror I had before vibrated so much that I could see only vague shapes. 
If you call Bernie, mention the Club and Dave Lewis. As with any small custom supplier, 
you should allow a bit of lead-time: at least two or three weeks, or better a month. The 
one thing that drives 'em all nuts is the guy who calls one week before the Big Show and 
absolutely must have it by overnight express. 


PART NUMBERS 


I received from Charles Jekofsky (#524) excerpts from the 19th Edition of the 
MOTOR Flat Rate Manual (1947). This shows the "Factory" part numbers for many '37 
and '38 Buick parts. The same information is of course contained in the Master Parts 
Books (repros of which are available from several sources), but the MOTOR excerpt is 
more compact and arranged in a more logical order: easy to carry with you and use at 
a swap meet. (It does not show every part, but it would not be more compact if it did, 
would it?) Additionally, it shows where a part is also used by Chevrolet, Pontiac and/or 
Olds: potentially useful info which is not in the Master Parts Books. Any member wishing 
a copy may receive same by writing to the Editor, enclosing a U. S. dollar bill. (Write 
a check if you must, but a bunch of small checks is a pain to process.) 


REAR END SWAP FOR 40 & 60 SERIES CARS 
BY AL ANDERSON (#723) 


I have received several requests for information on the procedure I used in upgrading 
my '37 axle ratio to 3.40. This is an outline. 


Le Find a 1950 to 1955 Dynaflow car. Bring a wire brush and clean the area 
under center of banjo. Gear ratio will be stamped in housing. 3.41 is desired. You also 
need U-Joint and torque ball assembly from the same car. You do not need axles or 
banjo housing for 40 or 60 series cars. Brake backing plates and drums can be used to 
update your brake system if desired. 
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Be Remove your 37-38 rear, torque ball, and U-Joint. 


3. Carefully measure the length of 37-38 torque tube with torque ball assembly 
attached (37-38). It will be approximately 68" but use your measurement. I found it 
differs slightly from car to car. 


4. Now compare banjo end of torque tube flange of the 37-38 with the later 
torque tube. You will see the later is much thicker than the 37-38. Mike the 37-38 and 
have the later tube milled to the same thickness (this cost me $50.00 at a local machine 
shop). This will allow your axle center line to be correct. 


5. Take the front of the 37-38 U-Joint and the rear of the later U-Joint and 
mate them. Now your 37-38 transmission will accept the spline of the later torque tube. 

6. Use the later torque ball assembly. It seals better and is probably in better 
shape. 

1. Now assemble the later torque ball assembly to the later torque tube. 


Measure from banjo gasket flange to gasket surface of torque ball to transmission. Take 
this measurement and subtract your reading from 37-38 torque tube and torque ball 
assembly. Now you have the amount the later tube must be shortened. Be sure of your 
measurements. 


8. Now install drive shaft to pinion and install outer torque tube (after 
shortening and rewelding) onto housing. Three inches of spline must protrude from torque 
tube flange to engage U-Joint in torque balls. Measure and cut excess from either end 
and reweld. (Drive shaft should be balanced before final installation). 


9. From your 37-38 torque tube carefully cut out brake line support and strut 
rod anchors and weld onto later tube. I have no cost estimate on welding because my 
friend Jack Reynolds offered his expert welding which was greatly appreciated. Welding 
costs should be minimal. Use shop manual for disassembly and specs. for re-assembly. 
Now you're ready to go cruising. My wife and I drove our 37 - 66S to Batavia and on 
to Canada putting about 1500 miles on the car with no problems, rear or anywhere else, 
except for some overheading in the mountains. 


EDITOR'S NOTE. The procedure outkined by AL Anderson may work, with some 
modification, on '38 80 and 90 series cars. It will not work on '37 80 and 
90 Series cars unless extensive modifications are made, and the evtine rear 
end including the housing is used. In particular, the '50s torque tube wilh 
not fit through the frame X-member correctly. AS indicated in previous 
commentary, however, the swap has in fact been done on a '37 Roadmaster, with 
apparent success. (In that case, the onky one 1 know of, the frame was 
modified.) 1 do not recommend this to '37 80 and 90 series owners. 


1937 PAINT COLORS 


(1) Canary Yellow. Joe Giordano (#333) sent me some interesting excerpts from 
1937 paint charts. The Acme Fleet-X 1937 Buick Colors (Acme Color Works, Detroit) 
shows the now-familiar colors plus #22-5503 Canary Yellow, a "special color." The Acme 
formula for Canary Yellow appears below. 
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22-5503 CANARY YELLOW 


(Special Color) ; 
_Fieet XK — sr 929 TMC ‘ 0 nee 


9u6 Light Yeilow . 
909 Wedium Yellow 


BUICK COLORS 310 Brows 


The Club has a 1937 Murphy Varnish Co. Buick-Olds-Pontiac chart which does 
not show the "special color," nor have I seen reference to it in any other literature. We 
do know, however, from Buick literature in the possession of Guy Bennett (#161) that 
"special paint" could be ordered in 1937. Joe has suggested two modern colors that he 
thinks might be candidates for Canary Yellow: 1975 G.M. Canary Yellow (DuPont 42809L) 
and 1975 Ford Code 6D Yellow (DuPont 5102L). The former is quite bright while the 
latter shades toward cream or ivory. 


(2) Hampton Grey I (510) and Hampton Grey II (512). We know there were two 
"Hampton Greys" in 1937 (Codes 510 and 512). A chart for Sherwin-Williams "Opex" paint 
shows formulas for both Hampton Greys. This chart appears below. 


SHERWIN-WILLIAMS __.- 


0.8. A. 


1937 BUICK Standard Factory Colors 


~___ AUTOMOTIVE FINISHES 


SyOOU 10-88 179 


Intermix Formulae for Matching Buick Standard Colors with 
OPEX MIXING LACQUER ENAMELS 


SANDRINGHAM MAROON (1937)... - HAMPTON GRAY (Early 1937) 
Pusto 
57—Opex Deep Muroon (31225).. 
37—Opex Dark Muroon (31226 
5—Opex Buav Black (31111)... 
1—Opex Crlinsou Red (31112). 


CHANCELLOR BLUE (1937) ‘Gaaye **HAMPTON GRAY (Late 1937) Comb. No. Plat 
Parte Parte Healing 
18—Opex Prussian Blue (31044). 8 48—Opex Bone Black (31111). cy 
21—Opex Ultrumurine Blue (3) 24—Opex Ultramarine Blue (31115) 72 

1—Opex Auto White (31001). W—Opos Opulescont (Keg.) (31229) 92 
T—Opex Auto White (31001). ” 
1—Opex Dk, Chirosne Grovn (8 100 


CORONARY GREEN (1937) = 
Paste Heading SUDAN BLUE (1937) 


42—Opex Prussian Blue (31044) 42 Parte 

40—Opex Bono Black (31111)... 82 

M—Opex Light Chrome Green ($1117) 93 S5—Open Pression henge isso 
7—Opex Chrome Yellow (31002). . loo 20—Opex Ultramarine Blue 


18—Opex Bone Black (31111). 
17—Opex Opalesceat (Reg) (31229) 


SAMARRA BEIGE (1937) ° one WELLINGTON GRAY (1937) 


c 
= Parte Rea 
& 84—Opex Bone Black (31111). a 
22—Over Opalescent (ex) 65 aes Grakesoeee (hea) ibaa br 
‘Oper Bone Black (31111 a tS Oees Onion 
13—Opex Perm. Toning Yellow (31163; oT pase ee wus Oi pf 
3—Opes Sienna (31116). pes Ace ise, OLOPN: 
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*OTTAWA GREEN (1937) Comb. No. 507 


BENGAL BROWN (1937) ing 
Parte . 
31—Opex Sieana (31116). 15—Opex Opalescent (Reg.) (31229). 93 * 
31—Opex Bone Black (31 T—Oper Prussian Bluo (31044)... 100 


23—Opex Opalescent (Reg.) (: 
11—Opex Auto White (31001). 
4—Opex Perm. Toning Yello 


*WINDSOR GRAY (1937) Comb. No. 506 


Parte 
s 49—Opex Bone Black (31111). 
BALMORAL GREEN (1937) c 22—Opex Ultramarine Blue (31) 
ange 22—Opex Upulescont (Reg. ($1229). 
pasts Beetes T—Opex Ferm. ‘foning Yellow (31 
33—Opex Opalescent (Reg.) (31229).. 33 
28—Opex Dk. Chrume Green (31136). 6 oe 
25—#pex Lt. Chrome Green (31117). 86 SWisdoor Geay and 'Ottows Groen used only on early 1937 
13—Cpax Auto White (31001), bed **Hampton Gray (Comb, No. 512) was used on late 1937 
1—Opex Bone Ulack (31211). 100 modeis in place of Hamptoa Cray (Comb. No. 510) 


(Color Combination Number Location—on Body Number Plate on dash) 


You will note that: (1) 510 is identified as "early 1937" and 512 as "late 1937"; and (2) 
512 uses a bit less white than 510, and a very small amount of dark chrome green in place 
of 510's yellow. They are obviously different colors, but I would expect the difference 
to be fairly small. (Note also that S-W spelled it "Gray.") 


(3) Windsor Grey and Ottawa Blue (Green). The Sherwin-Williams chart also 
identifies Ottawa Blue (507) as "Ottawa Green” — this is perhaps understandable as it 
was definitely a greenish-blue; note that the largest constituent in the S-W formula is 
dark chrome green. Windsor Grey (or Gray) (506) and Ottawa Blue (or Green) are described 
as "used only on early 1937 models." I have never seen this information on other charts. 
It is interesting to compare the formulas for the various grays: Windsor seems clearly 
to be a slightly darker version of Hampton I (510). It is also interesting to compare the 
Sherwin-Williams formulas with the Murphy Varnish Co. formulas. Although both use 
some colors that are more-or-less standard (e.g. Prussian Blue or Ultramarine Blue — 
you can buy tubes of these in an art store), the formulas are quite different. 
Unfortunately, I don't have any DuPont or Ditzler 1937 formulas. The Murphy formulas 
are reproduced below. (In the Murphy formulas, Sedge Gray and Marsh Brown are interior 
colors.) : 


Formulas for colors shown in this folder. 
BUICK 


Windsor Gray Wellington Gray Hampton Gray Samarra Beige 
Blend 640 Blend 825 J Blend 830 Blend 754 
1334 Lamp Black 26 Intense Black 224% Lamp Black 13. Raw Umber 
834 Intense Black 4 White 8 White 13. White 
5 Raw Umber 4° Opalescent 2 Opalescent 8 — Opalescent Extra Fine 
ie Opalescent Extra Fine 2 Medium Yellow 1___ Medium Yellow 1 Medium Yellow 
4 emon Yellow eer j3.~—CO k 
5b BousteDho 36 oz. 3314 on. =e Black 
3413 on. pe 
Ottawa Blue Chancellor Blue Marsh Brown Opalescent Sudan Blue 
Blend 780 Blend 792 Blend 839 Blend 783 
15 Prussian Blue 24 Prussian Blue 10 Intense Black 19% Prussi 
7% Lemon Yellow 5% Deep Maroon 10 Indian Red a Wage Blue 
5 White 1% Intense Black 7% Burnt Umber 3% Lamp Black 
3 Opalescent 1% White 5" Opalescent 313 Opalescent 
134 Lamp Black 4 Green 32402. 1% Green 
oz 32% oz. RR oz 
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Bengal Brown Sandringham Maroon Sedge Gray Coronary Green 


Blend 805 Blend 24 Blend 838 Blend 770 
15 Burnt Umber 20 Deep Maroon 24 White 14 Green 
84 White 10 Medium Maroon 3 Burnt Umber 9 Intense Black 
544 Opalescent % Light Red 2 Lamp Black 9 Prussian Blue 
1'!; Medium Yellow 1% Medium Yellow 1 Medium Yellow 
113 Lamp Black 3213 oz. % Indian Red =a 
31 oz 30% 
Murphy Varnish Company 
Newark — Chicago — San Francisco 


NEW MEMBERS 


popes Hear (#775) Thomas suosten (#777) Joe McKee (#435) 
ams Roa P.0.Box 27422 1716 Peb a . 
San Jose, CA 95117 Safat i me, WY B200L 


Cheyenne, WY 82001 
408/246 -0239 13135 KUWAIT aa = 
'37 90 "38 ~ 90L Robert Ward (#114) 
407 Morrison Ave. 
Stephen King (#776) NEW ADDRESSS Beaverton, Ont. LOK 1A0 
629 W. Main St. oS 


Canada 
Greenwood, IN 46142 Michael Scudder (#437) 


317/881 -8303 23311 Kings Forest 
'37 AT Hockley, TX 77447 


Sorry I'm a bit behind on this: those who joined since the end 
of August will appear next time. 


DOOR HANDLE REPAIRS 


Paul Culp was not able to complete his next "Engine Rebuilding" article in time 
for this issue. He suggested that, because he has received several questions over the 
past few months on door handles, it might be helpful to reprint the following article, 
which originally appeared in Vol. V, No. 8 (June 1987). So, here it is. This gives me a 
chance to correct a mistake in the original version, in which a photo appeared upside-down. 
"Engine Rebuilding" will resume in the next issue. 
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How to Handle Door Handles 


REPAIRING DOOR HANDLE MECHANISMS 
Article and Photos 
by Paul B. Culp 


I- DOOR HANDLE SCREWS 


My father says you can tell how many miles a Buick has traveled by how much 
the door handles droop. This certainly is one of the external signs of use. Generally, 
this condition can be remedied quite easily by tightening the tapered screw which 
secures the handle shaft to the brass bushing in the lock mechanism. The installation 
and inspection hole is on the side of the door above the latch. Perhaps before attempting 
to "tighten her down", it would be prudent to remove the screw and inspect it. 


If thread wear or stripped threads are evident, purchase the tapered screw from 
one of the Buick restoration parts houses. As with the original, these replacement 
screws are heat treated and hardened for good service life. 


At this point you could remove the handle for inspecting, cleaning and polishing, 


etc. Before installation, lubricate the handle shaft surface. Next apply any high contact 
pressure grease to the threads and taper of the door handle screw. 
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When installing the handle, you may need to seat it with an up and down wiggling 
action. Remember that the screw is only 8/32 in size (.164 over the thread diameter) 
and is threaded into a brass, not steel, bushing. Caution should be exercised here along 
with periodic inspection and tightening in the miles ahead. 


This procedure is only the first step. If drooping persists then attempt to twist 
the handle on the shaft using a bench vise. Obviously much care is required with this 
technique. 


ail, 


Reproduction and original screws. 


Tapered screw in brass Latch bushing. 


Il - REMOVING BROKEN DOOR HANDLE SCREW 


On one door on my car, the tapered screw would not seat and tighten the handle. 
Apparently, it was overtightened and broke, leaving the threaded portion in the brass 
casting of the latch mechanism. I was able to correct this situation by using a left-hand 
drill bit and a reversible high speed hand drill rather than extracting the complete 
door latch mechanism. Let me explain. 


Practically all bolt and screw threads are right-hand (clockwise) for tightening. 
So it is with drills: they cut in a right-hand direction. Attempting to extract this 
8/32 screw with an undersize #29 (.136 diameter) conventional tap drill will only cause 
the broken part to screw itself deeper as the drill begins to cut. Another tool used 
for extracting is the "Easy Out": a hardened left-hand, counter-clockwise tapered 
screw with very steep pitch to the threads. In this situation the hole diameter is too 
small for the "Easy Out" technique. 


Using a left-hand reversible high speed electric drill, you can effectively remove 
the broken screw, as it unscrews itself once the drill bit begins to cut. The drill bit 
I used has a left-hand pitch of 3/32 (.093 diameter). These can be found at large 
hardware stores, or an industrial supply outlet for the machine and tool industry. 
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Hold the handle down against the return spring in the door mechanism. This will 
permit a clear extraction once the drill catches and it backs out of the screw. If you 
have it, the use of compressed air to clear any chips is a good idea. Then insert the 
handle following the technique described above. 


Latch assembly held outside of door panel. Notice the different types of 
Springs used in the mechanism. 


Ill - DOOR LATCH MECHANISM & LUBRICATION 


If the handle binds in operation, perhaps all that is necessary is internal lubrication. 
This may not be easy, since the mechanism is in the door behind panels and other 
hardware. My solution is to use a small hypodermic needle with a right-angle bend 
on its end. After you remove the handle then insert the needle in the same hole, and 
with a liberal amount of pressure force out the lubricant in a fanning type of action. 
To get the lubricant into the lock mechanism, I depend on the capillary action of 
penetrating oil. Mixing Lubri Plate and Kroil or WD-40 in a 50/50 mix gives me fine 
results. The capillary action of the penetrating oil will carry the lubricant into position. 
This avoids the need to remove the lock mechanism, thus saving much time. 


If your problems are more severe then it is the conventional approach; remove 
hardware, door panel, then lock mechanism. After cleaning, adjusting, shimming and 
lubrication, it's ready far installation. These photos will help you visualize and prepare 
for this project - its results being a like-new door operation. 
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1937-8 


1937-8 
1937-8 
1937-8 
1938 
1938 
1937-8 
1937-8 
1938 
1937-8 
1937-8 
1937 
1937-8 
1937-8 
1937-8 
1937-8 
1937-8-9 
1938 
1938 
1937-8 
1937 
1937 
1937-8 
1938 
1938 
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ALL PRICES 


Robert MacDonald 


PARTS FOR SALE 


Series 80-90 Side mount covers (mint condition) 


Side mount mirrors with Buick script 
Side mount centre washers 

L/R 80-90 rear fenders 

Series 40-60 bumper gravel guard 
Bumper Badge (Buick 8) 

Front fender parking lights 
Series 40 spark plug cover 
Series 60-80-90 spark plug cover 
Radio (not working) 

Series 60-80-90 water pump 
Series 60-80 king pin set 

Pair headlights (complete) 
Headlight bezels (2) 

Headlight reflectors (2) 
Headlight lenses (left and right) 
Headlight buckets (2) 

Trunk hinges 

Hood ornament 

Nose strip badge 

Fuel pump (large series) 

Cigar lighter with socket 

Large series wheel 

Oil pump (used) 

Master cylinder (used) 

Steering wheel (plastic cracked) 


IN U.S. FUNDS 


P.O. Box 76 


163 Main Street 


Erin, Ontario 


Canada 
NOB 1TO 


BUICK STANDARD TRANSMISSION GASKET KIT. All gaskets and seals needed when 
rebuilding or resealing your transmission. Will fit 1937-1938 all series. $12.95 postpaid 
(N.J. residents add 6% sales tax.) Send check or money order with name and address; 


MEM, NO. 540, 


year and series of car. 


JECC, INC. (Jerry Pasquariello, #643) 


P. O. Box 616 
West Patterson, 
201-890-9682 


a 


NJ 07424 
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519-833-9150 (no collect calls) 


Shipping charges extra 


$ 475.00 


80.00 
25.00 
50.00 
25.00 
40.00 
120.00 
50.00 
50.00 
85.00 
35.00 
35,00 
125.00 
10.00 
15.00 
15.00 
10.00 
50.00 
10.00 
8.00 
40.00 
25.00 
40.00 
20.00 
15.00 
30.00 


ea. 
ea. 


ea. 
ea. 
ea 

ea. 
pr. 


1937 

Steering wheel... 
Tail pipe 
1938 

Dome light (sm. crack). 


Cigar lighter complete.. 
Fender light glass (orig., 


Dash ash tray (2)....... 
Rear ash tray-sedan, 
Clocks (2).scecs. oenarewe 
Headlight rims, exc.(4). 
Rear’ vlew Mirror. .cisicieseee 
Pair, NOS rear motor mounts 
Ignition lock, w/key.. 


1937 model 66 front fenders, exeellent. $150 
GLEN BORCHARDT (#701). 824 19th St., Windom, 


ea 


ea 
ea 


ea 
ea 


Radio grille cis scssises sees 18 
Inside door handles (3).... 4 
Inside window cranks Us: 4 
Complete tail light........ 18 
Trunk emblem........ x 26 
Bumper guards (4)...... z 8 
Frt.license plate assy..... 36 
Coupe body stainless moldin 30 
Shop MANU! o:0:s\6:0'e:0:0:jevec0%0 pure 6S 
Lg. engine splash pan...... 28 
Radiator, reconditioned.... 85 
Radiator, original......... 40 
NOS front shocks........ ee. 110 


JERRY LANDRY (#263) 
34 Goodhue Ave. 
Chicopee, MA 01020 
413/592-5088 


each plus shipping. 
MN 56101. 507/831-2480 


ea 
ea 


ea 


BUICK TORQUE BALL SEAL KITS, include shim gaskets, cork packing, instruction 
sheet and a tube of silicone. Will fit 1937-38 all series. $29.95. postpaid. (Nd residents, 
add 6% sales tax.) Send check or money order with name and address; year and series 
of car. Please allow 2-3 weeks for delivery. 


JECC, Inc. (Jerry Pasquariello #643) 
P.O. Box 616 

West Paterson, NJ 07424 
201/890-9682 


PARTS WANTED 


WANTED: 1937 Century wheels & hubcaps. 
GLEN BORCHARDT (#701). 824 19th St., Windom, MN 56101.507/831-2480 


WANTED: Hood hinge 
PAUL HAYEK (#669) é 


for 1938 Model 41. Repro or NOS. 
6125 Code Ave., Edina, MN 55436. 612/925-2618. 


WANTED: 1937 80-90 series rear ash tray cover plastic handle. 
Carter WCD 609-S carb plus choke in rebuildable condition. ('46- 
'47 Buick large engine (or WCD 664-S)). 

BILL OLSON (#427). 842 Mission Hills ane, Worthington, OH 43235 
614/687-3041 ofc.; 614/436-7579 nome. 
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WANTED: 1937 series 80 rear door window regulator and inside 
door handle spindle assembly; fuel tank sending unit in re- 
buildable condition. 

DAVID PAULISIN (#704). 3514 Darcy Drive, Birmingham, MI 48010. 
313/531-7800 ofe.; 313/540-3562 home. 


WANTED: Body parts for 1938 model 46 business coupe, especially 
both doors, trunk lid. Also fender lamps & lenses; tail lamps & 
lenses--complete or parts. VIC POJAS (#764). 94332 Leleaka St., 
Mililani Town, Hawaii 96789. 808/623-3944. 


WANTED: 1937 60-series intake manifold. 
JOSEPH BOWLES (#612). 6908 Bellaire Dr., New Orleans, LA 70124 
504/482-7495 


Yams CARSPORSUE “ZzcAis 


CAR FOR SALE: 1937 McLaughlin-Buick Century sedan. Excellent 
condition-all original. New brakes, exhaust, tires, wiring, 
much more. Price $10,500 Canadian. 

RON KNOX, RR 1, Horney, Ontario LOP 1£0. 416/878-6421. 


CAR FOR SALE: 1938 Special 4-door. Runs decently. Good tires 

& brakes, Needs upholstery, paint, body work (mostly in trunk 
& around back wheels. Some moldings missing; also rt.side hood 
panel. ee $1500 for car plus misc. 1937 Buick parts. 

DON FALLS 554 Grafton Rd., Carleton, MI 48117. 313 /654- 6352. 


coe Sport Coupe with opera seats 
MODEL 46-S 


BUICK INTERIORS NOW AVAILABLE 


Complete your restoration with an 
authentic Buick interior from Hampton 
Coach. Each kit made in our own 
upholstery shop to original specs using 
only the finest fabrics and materials. 


Panel Kits, Headlining Kits and Seat 


Upholstery Kits come complete, ready 
to install. 


We presently have kits for the following 
popular Buicks and are in the process of 
adding many more. 


e 1936 thru 1938 Model 46 Coupe 
e 1937 thru 1940 Model 41 Sedan 
e 1942 thru 1949 Model 41 Sedan 
e 1949 Model 51 Sedan 

e@ 1951 Model 52 Sedan 

© 1953 Skylark 


Guaranteed Quality & Fit 


Write or call today for free literature including samples and prices. Please be sure to 
include year and model of your Buick along with your request. 


HAMPTON 


FJ j 


aa 


Hampton Coach Inc., 70 High Street, P.O. Box 665, Hampton, NH 03842 (603) 926-6341 
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Perfectly Recast 


STEERING 
| WHEELS 


1936 Thru 1947 
$2.00 for Brochure 


Must 
Specify year 


} _£ A (602) 278-4505 
JB Donaldson Co 


2533 W Cypress Phoenix, Arizona 85009 


W027 SCHEMATICS 
1953 ALSO OFFERING: 
WIRING SUPPLIES 
WIRING HARNESSES BRAIDING SERVICE 


CATALOG OR INFORMATION $2 


AUTHENTIC REPRODUCTION 
WIRING SYSTEMS THRU 1953 
HANDCRAFTED WITH THE 
FINEST MATERIALS 
EACH SUPPLIED WITH: 

LIMITED WARRANTY p 
INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS BOX 435 WAYNE, PA. 19087 


Partial or Complete 
Show Quality Restorations 


8.25 South Second Street 
RESTORATION Springhteld Minols 62°03 


217-529-5290 
=e 


References Available 
20 Years Experience 
Show Gar Maintenance 
Fully Insured 

and Guaranteed 

Shop Open 6 Days 

9AM to IOPM CST 
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Index to Volume VII 


EDITOR'S NOTE. For severak years, Gkenn Seymour (#345) has done an annual 
index of articles and notes for us. This is his Last. Confronted with too 
many projects and expenses, Glenn decided to sell his car and has dropped 
out of the Club. I'm glad I had a chance to meet Glenn at the BCA Nationa, 
and regret his Leaving us. 1 hope the indexes have been helpful, and that 
we can find another volunteer to do them for the future. 


THE TORQUE TUBE 
1937-38 Buick Club Newsletter Index 


Volume VII - Numbers 1 - 9 


October 1988 to July 1989 


No. Page PROUD OWNER FEATURE: 
1 10-12 0.J. Misjurs - 1937 Special 
2 6-8 Bob Carson - 1937 80C 
2: 10-11 ‘Mike Braden's 1937 Limited 
3 6-7 Gary Stafford - Rare Birds 
5 12 Pete Economos - 1937 Convertible 


NEW MEMBERS: 


1 23 #716 - 721 
3 12 #722 - 735 
5 9 #736 - 745 
6 18 #746 - 752 
7 18 #753 - 762 
8 10 #763 - 767 
9 7 #768 - 774 


GENERAL INTEREST ARTICLES: 


4 11-14 Another Appointment in Samarra: Al Hoon and 
His Fay-A-Ton 

4 7 Approved List of Classic Cars, 1925-1948 

5 6-9 Autumn in Oregon 

1 6-9 BCA Easter Meet Photos 

3 8-10 1988 BCA National Photos 

9 4-5 BCA National - Batavia, NY 1989 

9 7-12 Buick Owners of Maryland Show - June 1989 

7 9-14 A Buick Fable 

4 3-5 Club Membership Occupations 

4 8-10 Coping With Adversity: "Hood Pizza" 

8 11-14 Coping With Adversity: "Dan Mclaughlin Buys a Car 

2 14-19 Engine Rebuilding Part 6 - Manifolds 

4 20-27 Engine Rebuilding Part 7 - Pistons 

6 19-27 Engine Rebuilding Part 8 - An Introduction to 


Piston Rings 
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Engine Rebuilding Part 9 - Cylinder Heads 
Engine Rebuilding Part 19 - Valves 
Exhaust Manifold Ceneter Section 
Four-Door Convertibles 

H.J. Glass - 1838 Convertible Sedan 

How to Break In a New Engine 

My Grandfather's Yardmaster 

Oil Pump Repair 

Paint: A Bit of History 

Randy, Rodney and The Mouse 

Speedmometer Maintenance 

2,4,6, Eight Volts - Conversion to an 8-Volt System 
Volume VI Index 


Technical Tips: 


Cam & Rod Bearings 

Carburetor Rebuilds 

Clutch Chatter - How to Silence It 
Door Handles - 1937 

Electric Fuel Pumps 

Engine Paint 

Fixing a Broken Bell Housing & Flywheel 
Guide Super-Ray Lamps 

Master Cylendar Modification 

1937 Bumpers 

1937 Dash Panel Removal/Installation 
1937 Fender Lights 

Oil Pump Repair Kit 
Piston-Cylendar Clearance 

Poor Idle Causes 

Rear Brake Hoses & Shock Lines 
Rear End Swap 

Repair of Fuel Tank Sending Units 
Running Board Fix 

Taillight Gaskets 

Valve Cover restoration 

NOS Voltage Regulator Wiring 


- submitted by Glenn L. Seymour #345 


Upholstery Of All Types: Phone 965-2172 BUS. 
® Auto-Truck-Boat 432-4898 RES. 
© Commercial 
° Office . 
© Bar-Restaurant Dave's Juterior 
* Custom 

ectonations 
© Vinyl & Carriage Roofs R 
eS Sf DAVE BRADY 
pein 525 CHESTNUT STREET 

Specializing In: EMMAUS, PA 18049 
Award winning interiors on SHOP HOURS 
Antique. Classic. Custom 8:00 AM. - 5:00 P.M. 
and Collector cars. Sat. By Appointment 
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Lest you may have gotten the idea from the Last issue that Paul Cusano (#52) 
4s peunanently appended to his '38 40-C, here's a near view of the car all 
by itself. Having made good-natured fun of Pauk in the Last issue, 1 will 
now say that he and his sister Donna have done a superb job on this car, and 
that he is a master of attention to detail and authenticity. The 40-C % 
an AACA prize-winner. 
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